


The Military Campaign of 1876

After the discovery of 

gold in the Black Hills 

following Custer’s 1875 

Expedition, the US tried 

to buy the land from the 

Sioux, but they would not 

sell their sacred Paha 

Sapa. The government 

issued a decree requiring 

all non-reservation 

Indians to report to the 

agencies by Jan. 1, 1876.



.
Because of this decree,  
in November  of 1875, 
Hunkpapa Lakota 
Headman and Holy Man 

SITTING BULL
sent out a call to gather 
together all of the Sioux, 
Cheyenne, and Arapaho 
at the Chalk Buttes at the 
end of the Moon When 
Geese Return to discuss 
what to do about the 
incursion of whites into 
the land granted them in 
the United States treaties.
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Sun Dance
Sitting Bull decides to hold a Sun Dance to gather the leaders 

to decide what to do about the white invaders and unite the 

people in the sacred ceremony. Sitting Bull sacrifices 100 

pieces of flesh and has a vision of Long Knives Falling from the 

Sky.



General George Crook, General Alfred Terry, and Colonel 

John Gibbon Led the Campaign to move all Indians to 

reservations, defeating those who resisted.



Battle of the Rosebud
Or, Battle Where the Woman Saved Her Brother

On June 17, 1876, Sioux and Cheyenne forces led by Crazy Horse 

spotted General Crook, his 1,050 soldiers, and 260 Crow and Shoshone 

scouts, defeating them and eliminating them from the campaign.



Three Army Expeditions

General Crook would be coming 

from the south from Fort 

Fetterman in Wyoming 

Territory

Col Gibbon would arrive from the 

west from Fort Ellis in Montana 

Territory

General Terry would travel from 

the east from Fort Abraham 

Lincoln in Dakota Territory.

They were to converge in 

Southeastern Montana.



Little Bighorn River
Since the thousands of Indians and horses needed a new campsite, 

Sitting Bull led the people to the valley of the Little Big Horn. 





“Because of the 

trees, the village 

could not be 

arranged in one 

large circle, as it 

had been along 

Ash Creek. 

Instead, the 

medicine men 

had let each 

group pick out 

their own sites 

and form smaller 

circles” 

(Marshall 348).



The Lush valley of the Little Bighorn River provided 

good grazing for the thousands of horses.



George Armstrong Custer

Gibbons and Terry sent Lt. 

Colonel George Armstrong 

Custer to circle from the 

south while they were to 

come from the north to trap 

the Indians between them. 

Fearing he had been 

detected by the Indians and 

they would scatter, about 

noon on June 25, 1876, in 

the Wolf Mountains, near the 

hill called the Crow's Nest, 

Custer divided 12 

companies of the 7th U.S. 

Cavalry into three battalions.



Captain Frederick Benteen would scout to the south and west looking for 

possible scattering Indians. Major Marcus Reno would attack the village, 

and Custer would follow the bluffs east of the river. Company B under the 

command of Captain McDougall would guard the pack train.



Reno’s Charge on the Encampment



Reno’s Retreat
Reno held the timber 
about 10-15 minutes 
before retreating back 
across the Little 
Bighorn. Indians were 
pulling soldiers from 
their saddles, shooting 
them point blank. Reno 
lost nearly 30 men 
during this retreat. 
Either on horseback or 
on foot, the soldiers 
made their way up 
these bluffs to the 
Reno-Benteen 
Battlefield.





Reno’s Retreat Up the Bluffs



After Reno reached the defense site, Benteen arrived with his three 

companies. Following behind him came the pack train. All seven 

companies would dig in around this area to form their defense.



Reno-

Benteen 

Defense 

Site



Reno & Benteen’s troops barricaded themselves behind packsaddles, 

boxes, and dead horses and mules. The field hospital was also here.



Reno & Benteen’s Rifle Pits and Principle 

Indian Firing Positions in Background



Sharpshooter's Ridge is in the center right of the photo. From here 

warriors who were good marksmen did damage to the soldiers on 

the northern lines. The white marker seen in the left foreground 

was the field hospital.



Battlefield Movements



Meanwhile, Custer’s troops advanced to the north.





Custer Divided His Command Again, and 

Headed Toward the River and Village



Custer’s Advance Toward the River





Indians Met Custer and Turned Him Back



However, Indian forces send them 

back to the Ridge







Crazy Horse Battle Site North of Ridge



Before Custer retreated to his Last Stand, he gathered 

his troops together in a deep ravine to the south.



Custer’s Remaining Troops Retreat 

to Last Stand Hill.





Last Stand Hill





After Custer’s Defeat

Using guns and 

ammunition taken from 

Custer’s dead soldiers, 

the Indians returned to 

Reno and Benteen’s 

forces on the ridge. 

Indian riflemen occupied 

the ridges to the east and 

southeast of the ridge. 

Rifle pit in foreground



No clouds, no rain, 

and temperatures 

reaching into the high 

90s resulted in a 

desperate need of 

water for the wounded 

soldiers. A team of 

soldiers moved down 

the steep bluffs, 

through what is 

known today as 

"water carrier's 

ravine", to retrieve 

water from the river.



Knowing that more soldiers were on the away, after 

removing their dead from the battlefield, the Indian 

encampment pulled stakes and scattered in different 

directions on the evening of June 26, leaving the 

surviving soldiers on their ridge.



Infantry and cavalry under the command Terry and Gibbon would 

find the Custer dead the morning of June 27. As Terry's column 

entered the former village area ,they found several Sioux tree 

burials within the village.



On June 28, Custer’s dead were identified and buried in shallow graves 

where they fell. In 1881 they were reinterred in a mass grave, although 

officers were transferred east and Custer was buried at West Point. In 

1890 the army erected 249 headstones to mark where each solders died.



Memorial 

to 

Army Soldiers 

and 

Mass Grave of

Enlisted Men





In 1999, the Park Service began erecting granite 

markers at known Cheyenne and Lakota casualty 

sites.



Even the horses 

were buried in a 

mass grave and 

commemorated 

with a marker.



The Indian Memorial Was Dedicated

June 25, 2003



Riderless Horses



Indian Memorial



Memorial Interior with Spirit Riders



Along the Weeping Walls inside the Indian Memorial are panels for each tribe 

that fought in the battle: Sioux, Cheyenne, Arapaho, Crow, and Arikara.
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